
 

 

A passing test result indicates that you can communicate in English effectively in everyday situations, at 
work, or in an academic environment. 

• 7 parts, combining reading comprehension tasks (multiple matching, multiple choice, etc.) and 
language-use tasks (e.g., multiple-choice cloze, open cloze, word formation, key word 
transformations). 

• Tests grammar, vocabulary range, and reading skills (scanning for specific information, reading for 
gist, etc.). 

Tips 

1. Skim first: Quickly read through the text(s) to get the main idea before tackling detailed questions. 

2. Check context: For gap-fill questions, ensure the word fits grammatically and meaningfully. 

3. Expand your vocabulary: Study phrasal verbs, collocations, and fixed expressions, as they often 
appear in Use of English tasks. 

4. Practice timed exercises: Time management is crucial. Don’t linger too long on one tricky question. 

5. Review grammar rules: Especially focus on subject-verb agreement, tenses, and conditionals, which 
regularly appear in Cambridge B2 First. 

Online Practice Links 

• Official Cambridge English Practice: 
Cambridge English – First (Cambridge B2 First) Preparation 
(Contains sample Reading and Use of English tasks) 

Grade 10 Placement Exam Tips  

1. Reading and Use of English 

2. Writing 

3. Speaking 

Overview of the Placement Exam 

This exam tests English at B2 level. It consists of three main papers: 

 1. Reading and Use of English

 Structure 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/first/preparation/


 

 

• Flo-Joe for Cambridge B2 First: 
Flo-Joe Cambridge B2 First Practice 
(Daily gap-fill, word formation, and key word transformation practice) 

1. Organize your ideas: Spend a minute or two planning. Structure your writing into introduction, body 
paragraphs, and conclusion. 

2. Use a variety of language: Show off different sentence structures, vocabulary, and linking words 
(“Moreover,” “Nevertheless,” “To begin with,” etc.). 

3. Stay on topic: Address all prompts or bullet points provided in the question. 

4. Maintain an appropriate register: Check if it’s formal, semi-formal, or informal based on the task. 

5. Proofread: Check spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors before submitting. 

Online Practice Links 

• Cambridge English Writing Resources: 
Cambridge B2 First Writing Tasks 

• British Council – Writing: 
British Council Learn English: Writing 
(General writing practice to refine style and coherence) 

2. Writing 

Structure 

Tips 

3. Speaking 

Structure 

• 4 parts:  

1. General questions about yourself and your interests. 

2. Individual long turn (comparing photographs and answering a question). 

3. Collaborative task (discussing a visual prompt with your partner/interlocutor). 

4. Discussion (broader conversation with your partner and examiner based on the Part 3 theme). 

A compulsory essay (300–320 words), usually discussing a topic with prompts. 

https://www.flo-joe.co.uk/fce/students/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/first/preparation/
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/skills/writing


 

 

Tips 

1. Speak confidently: Even if you feel unsure, aim for clear pronunciation and a steady pace. 

2. Use full answers: Extend your responses with reasons or examples. Avoid brief, one-word replies. 

3. Interact: Show engagement by asking for your partner’s opinion and building on their ideas in the 
collaborative task. 

4. Link ideas: Use expressions like “On the other hand,” “In contrast,” or “What’s more…” to structure 
your speech. 

5. Prepare common topics: Practice talking about travel, technology, environment, education, and 
personal experiences. 

Online Practice Links 

• Official Cambridge Speaking Samples: 
Speaking Test Videos 
(View sample speaking tests with examiner comments) 

• YouTube Search: 
Search for “Cambridge B2 First Speaking sample test” to find simulated exams and tips. 

1. Make a study schedule: Dedicate consistent blocks of time each week to all four skills. 

2. Record yourself: Use your phone to record speaking practice. Listen for pronunciation clarity and 
fluency. 

3. Review errors: Note any repeated mistakes from practice tests or exercises and focus on correcting 
them. 

4. Practice writing under timed conditions: This helps you manage time and produce organized writing 
in exam settings. 

5. Use official materials: Official Cambridge practice tests and coursebooks often give you the best sense 
of the real exam. 

4. Additional Preparation Tips 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/first/preparation/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds


 

 

1. Cambridge English – Cambridge B2 First Preparation 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/first/preparation/ 

o Official sample papers 

o Audio clips and transcripts 

o Writing and speaking tasks 

2. Flo-Joe for Cambridge B2 First 
https://www.flo-joe.co.uk/fce/students/ 

o Daily word formation and key word transformation practice 

o Free worksheets and exam tips 

3. Exam English – Cambridge B2 First 
https://www.examenglish.com/Cambridge B2 First/ 

o Free practice tests 

o Grammar and vocabulary exercises 

 

5. Quick-Access Online Resource List 

Here are some direct links to help you find sample exams, practice materials, and tips: 

4. BBC Sounds 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds 

o Source for varied British accents and topics to improve listening 

5. YouTube Search 

o “Cambridge B2 First Speaking sample test” or “Cambridge B2 First Writing tips” for exam 
simulations and teacher explanations 
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